Introduction


Much attention has been given to the fact that American society is agriculturally ignorant.  Coon & Cantrell (1985) pointed out, “today, the publics’ image of agricutlure is a kaleidoscope of leftover attitudes and images of what agriculture was in the '40's, '50's, and early '60's (pg. 22).”  While newly developed literacy agriculture programs have been designed to improve this, there are other factors that might cause Agriculture to have a less than appealing image.


Urbanization of the population of the United States have contributed to inaccurate perceptions and low awareness about agriculture.  Sorenson stated that as our population continues to shift to bigger cities, less Americans are likely to have contact with production Agriculture (Sorenson, 1987).  Because most people in this country do not have to concerned about the supply of high quality food and fiber, many fail to understand it’s benefits to our society (Sorenson, 1987).

Results



Stepwise multiple-regression revealed that one or more of the students' demographic characteristics explained a significant portion of the variance associated with each of the 5 factors.  Hometown explained by far the greatest amount of the variance for every factor except “Animal Medication.”  For each of these four factors, gender explained the second greatest portion of the variance, hometown and gender explained 6.84% of the variance associated with the “Food Safety” factor, 8.37 percent   associated with the “Animal Welfare” factor, 6.6% of the variance associated with the Farming/Ranching Practices factor, and 4.6% of the variance associated with the Impact of Agriculture factor.  For the “Animal Medication” factor gender (7.10%), college (1.63%), and hometown (1.244%) explained nearly 10 % of the variance (See Table 5).

Table 5. Stepwise Regression Analysis of Student’s Characteristics on Each Factor.
Dependent Variable/

Independent Variable
R
R2
R2Change
df
F

Food safety

Hometowna
.2407
.0579
.0579
(1,388)
23.86*

Genderb
.2616
.0684
.0105
(2,387)
14.21*

Animal Welfare

Hometowna
.2344
.055
.055
(1,388)
22.57*

Genderb
.2893
.0837
.0287
(2,387)
17.63*

Farming/Ranch Practices

Hometowna
.2298
.0528
.0528
(1,388)
21.26*

Genderb
.2569
.0660
.0132
(2,387)
13.67*

Animal Medication

Genderb
.2665
.0710
.071
(1,388)
29.65*

Collegec
.2954
.0873
.0163
(2,387)
18.50*

Hometowna
.3158
.0997
.0124
(3,386)
14.25*
Impact of Agriculture

Hometowna
.158
.025
.025
(1,388)
9.93*


Genderb
.2144
.0460
.021
(2,387)
9.92*


* 
p < .05

a 
Hometown coded: 1 = farm or ranch,  2 = country, not  a farm or ranch, 3 = town < 5, 000,    4 = small city 5,000 - 50, 000, 5 = city 50, 000 to 1 million, 6 = metropolitan more than 1 million.

b
gender coded: 1 = female, 2 = male.
c
College coded: 1 = Agri. Sciences, 2 = Arch., 3 = Arts & Sciences, 4 = Business Adm., 5 = Education, 6 = Engineering, 7 = Home Econ., 8 = Medicine, 9 = Law.
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